Davids  Sling  Next  Gen  Missile  Defense 
Davids  Harp  state  medal 
Fantasy  coins  honor  Israel 
New  AINA  medal:  Mordechai  Noah 


WUI  lu  3 DCSl 

Anti-Missile  System 
guards  Israel; 
new  state  medal 
honors  Iron  Dome 


Published  bv  the  American  Israel  Numismatic  Association,  Inc. 


WORLD  & ANCIENT  COINS  AUCTION 

JANUARY  6-7,  2013  I NEW  YORK  I LIVE  & ONLINE 

HERITAGE  INVITES  YOU  TO  CONSIGN  YOUR  WORLD  AND 
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Aelia  Pulcheria,  sister  of 
Theodosius  II 

(Augusta,  AD  414-453).  AV 
solidus. 

Extremely  Rare 
Good  Extremely  Fine 
HA. com/3021  -01 01 3 


Macedon.  Chalkidian 
League. 

Ca.  390  BC.  AR 
tetradrachm 
Good  Extremely  Fine 
HA.com/3021-01032 


Islamic.  Qjar,  Fath  Ali  Shah, 
(AH  1212-1250)  gold  5 Toman 
Choice  XF 

HA. com/3021-1 1009 
From  the  Sunrise  Collection 


Ismalic  Mughal,  Johnagir 
(AH  1015-1037)  gold  zodiac 
Mohur  XF 

HA.com/3021-1 1013 
From  the  Sunrise  Collection 


Jewish  War  (AD  66-70).  AR  shekel 
Year  3.  High  relief  and 
nicely  toned. 

Good  Extremely  Fine 
HA.com/3021 -44001 


Nero  (AD  54-68).  AV  aureus. 
Well-centered  on  a large  flan 
Nearly  Extremely  Fine. 
HA.com/3021 -44002 


To  consign,  contact: 

DAVID  MICHAELS 
Director,  Ancient  Coins 
800-872-6467  ext1606 
DMichaels  @HA.com 


Gordian  I (AD  238). 
AR  denarius.  Rare.  Oned 
Good  Extremely  Fine 
HA.com/3021 -44004 
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Why  do  coins  get  "No  Respect" 

(by  Museums?) 


Credit  goes  to  Rodney  Dangerfield  for 
the  title  of  this  President’s  Message.  On 
December  19,  2012  Sotheby’s  auctioned 
the  Kagan-Maremba  Collection  of 
Israel  Coins — which  they  describe  as 
“Internationally  renowned  as  the  most 
important  collection  of  the  numismatic 
history  of  modem  Israel  ever  assembled. 

The  collection’s  world-wide  emi- 
nence can  be  gauged  by  its  inclusion  in 
The  Coin  World  Almanac  (6th  Edition ) as 
one  of  the  most  famous  collections  ever 
formed  by  an  American,  alongside  those 
extraordinary  collections  assembled  by 
Brand,  Garrett,  Eliasberg,  Norweb,  and 
Hunt.” 

This  extraordinary  collection  was 
assembled  by  Arnold  Kagan,  a former 
President  of  AINA,  and  donated  to  The 
Jewish  Museum  in  New  York. 

A substantial  portion  of  the  collection, 
consisting  of  approximately  2,000  pieces, 
is  contained  in  133  specially  designed 
panels  for  display  purposes. 

While  the  collection  was  displayed 
for  a time  in  Israel  and  perhaps  for  a 
while  after  it  was  gifted  to  The  Jewish 
Museum,  it  has  otherwise  disappeared 
for  decades. 

This  is  not  the  only  numismatic  col- 
lection that  The  Jewish  Museum  has  re- 
moved from  public  view.  The  Museum’s 
web  site  indicates  that  “Upon  completion 
in  June  1993,  the  expansion  doubled  the 
Museum’s  gallery  space.” 

But  the  exceptional  exhibit  of  nu- 
mismatics that  had  been  on  view  for 
many  years  disappeared!  It  had  featured 


plaques  and  medals  from  the  collection 
of  Samuel  Friedenberg,  and  the  curator 
had  been  his  son,  the  numismatic  scholar 

President's  message 

Daniel  Friedenberg.  (A  portion  of  the 
collection  can  be  seen  in  the  book  Great 
Portraits  in  Metal  by  Daniel  Frieden- 
berg.) 

So  you  would  expect  that  this  spectac- 
ular virtually  complete  collection  that  So- 
theby’s estimates  at  $300,000-$500,000 
would  be  meticulously  described  in  a 
beautifully  illustrated  auction  catalog  that 
would  serve  as  a world-class  reference 
for  collectors  and  historians. 

But  no. 

It  is  described  in  about  600  words, 
with  a little  over  a page  of  photos,  as  the 
last  lot  on  the  last  page  of  a catalog  of 
“Important  Judaica,”  that  otherwise  fea- 
tures paintings,  ceremonial  objects  and 
documents.  Hardly  an  auction  that  would 
attract  numismatists  for  “a  collection 
which  specialists  in  the  field  regard  with 
awe,  and  one  which  they  freely  admit 
could  not  be  assembled  again.” 

To  give  this  important  collection  a 
little  of  the  respect  that  it  deserves,  I 
will  list  the  highlights  as  indicated  in  the 
catalogue: 

Palestinian  Mandate : 

1 Mil,  1947,  Proof,  unique 
Double  Proof  Set,  1927,  in  original 
case  of  issue,  34  struck,  fewer  than  half 
suiw  ive 

Continued  on  Page  4 
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KAGAN  COLLECTION  SAID  WORLD’S  BEST 


Continued  from  Page  4 

100  Pound  Banknote,  1927,  five  known 
(part  of  a complete  type  6 piece  set  of  all 
denominations. 

State  of  Israel  Trade  Coins: 

25  Pruta,  Specimen  issues,  8 examples 
250  Pruta,  Specimen  issue,  2 examples 
1 Pruta,  Specimen  issue,  2 examples 
1 0 Pruta,  Specimen  issue,  uniface 
25  Mil,  off-metal  trial  in  brass,  unique 
25  Mil,  trials,  thick  flan  and  rimless 
varieties,  believed  unique 
1 Agora,  1 960,  patterns,  five  examples, 
different  varieties. 


State  of  Israel, 

Commemorative  Coins: 

Complete  to  1996,  including: 

1962,  Weizmann  set  in  gold,  “Mem- 
less”,  ten  known 

1971,  Let  My  People  Go:  silver  uniface 
trial;  lead  trial,  all  believed  unique 

State  of  Israel  Banknotes: 

Complete  to  1996,  including: 

1948,  Anglo-Palestinian  Provisional  Set 
1948,  Anglo-Palestinian  Specimen  Sets, 
one  in  album 

1948-1953,  Fractional  notes,  includes 
100  Pruta  invert 

Israel,  Medals: 

State,  Commissioned,  and  Presentation. 
Largely  complete  to  1996,  including: 
Approximately  75  trials,  test  strikes,  and 
patterns,  generally  fewer  than  6 known 
of  each 

Unfortunately  no  mention  was  made 
of  total  weight  of  gold  contained  in  the 


Images  courtesy  Sotheby  s 
The  collection  includes  the  only  Proof 
1947  1 mil  coin  in  existence,  with  only  12 
other  Circulating  coins. 


Israel  coins  and  medals,  that  in  itself 
must  be  worth  a small  fortune. 


Happy  collecting, 


( More  auction  art  on  Page  6) 


YOUR  COINS 
ARE  HISTORY. 


WE’RE  THE  EXPERTS. 


Since  1931,  the  Goldberg  family  has  been  providing  clients  with 
record-breaking  prices  realized  and  the  most  competitive  rates. 
Experience  the  kind  of  personalized  service  that  makes 
Goldberg  Auctioneers  the  Finest  Auction  House  in  America. 

We  offer  generous  cash  advances. 

Call  800-978-2646  today  to  speak  with  Ira  Goldberg  about 
consigning  your  Ancient  and  World  coins  to  our  next  auction. 
To  stay  informed  about  our  upcoming  auctions  and  to  view 
our  catalogues  for  free,  visit  www.goldbergcoins.com 


Knowledge.  Integrity.  Ropomibiliry. 


Coin  Auction  Dates 
May  27-30  2012 
September  2-5  2012 
February  3-6  2013 
June  2-5,  2013 


September  22-25,  2013 


IRA  GOLDBERG  “A  Family  Tradition  Since  1 93 1 ’ 


11400  West  Olympic  Blvd.  Suite  800  Los  Angeles  CA  90064 


MORE  KAGAN  AUCTION  RESULTS 
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Images  courtesy  Sotheby  s 


Auctioned  by  Sotheby’s  on  behalf  of  The  Jewish  Museum , New  York,  to  benefit  the 
Acquisitions  Fund,  the  Kagen-Maremba  Collection  included  unique  trial  strikes,  Proof 
coins,  rare  Trade,  Specimen  and  Pattern  coins,  a 1927  Double  Proof  set  in  its  original  case 
(one  of  only  15  known),  and  a complete  set  of  six  denominations  of  the  Palestine  Currency 
Board  banknotes,  including  the  exceptionally  rare  100  Pound  note,  of  which  less  than  a half 
dozen  survive.  Estimated  by  Sotheby’s  to  sell  for  $300,000  to  $500,000  before  the  auction, 
the  collection  of  more  than  2,000  pieces  realized  $572,500  including  Buyer's  Premium. 
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ICMC  - SOLE  DISTRIBUTOR  OF  COINS  ISSUED  BY  THE  BANK  OF  ISRAEL 


www.israelmint.com  Tel.  972-4-8212807 
PO.Box  2040  - Nesher  36620,  ISRAEL 
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Innovative  series  in  fine  Gold.9999 
and  Silver. 999,  each  weighing  one 
Troy  Oz. 

(31,1  grams),  highlighting  ancient 
mosaics  unearthed  in  the  Holy 
Land,  dating  from  the  Byzantine 
era,  6th  century. 

Bear  the  logo  of  the  Holy  Land 
Mint,  metal  fineness  and  weight. 


Series  Ancient  Mosaics  of 
The  Holy  Land 

POMEGRANATES,  MAON  NIRIM 


ICMC  - SOLE  DISTRIBUTOR  OF  COINS  ISSUED  BY  THE  BANK  OF  ISRAEL 

www.israelmint.com  Tel.  972-4-8212807 
PO.Box  2040  - Nesher  36620,  ISRAEL 
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1958 


TEL  MEGIDDO 

2012/5772 

4th  Coin  in  the  "UNESCO  World 
Heritage  Sites"  Series 
Legal  Tender  issued 
by  the  Bank  of  Israel 


www.israelmint.com  Tel.  972-4-821 2807 
PO.Box  2040  - Nesher  36620,  ISRAEL 


|T  “ 1 

i | 

DANIEL  IN  THE  DEN  OF  LIONS 


BIBLICAL  ART  COIN  2012, 


1 7th  in  the  Biblical  Art  Series 
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FDR,  Churchill 

AND  THE  HOLOCAUST: 

WHO  KNEW  AND  WHEN  DID  THEY  KNOW? 


To  The  Editor: 

About  15  to  18  years  ago  the  Brookyn 
Holocaust  Center  invited  Jan  Karski  “Mes- 
senger from  Poland”  to  give  a talk. 

When  he  entered  the  room  we  shot  to  our 
feet  to  give  him  a standing  ovation.  He  was 
extremely  self-effacing.  When  he  pulled 
himself  together  (this  tough  old  Pole  cried), 
he  tilted  his  head  back  and  closed  his  eyes 
and  started  to  speak.  He  an  absolute  photo- 
graphic memory. 

Karski  was  brought  into  two  concentra- 
tion camps,  then  to  Churchill  (who  wouldn’t 
see  him)  and  then  to  Roosevelt.  Roosevelt 
was  sitting  catty-comer  to  Karski.  At  one 
point  Roosevelt  turned  to  his  aide  and  asked 
“What  is  the  politic(s)  of  this?” 

His  aide  said  “none.”  Roosevelt  turned  his 
back  to  Karski.  The  aide  told  Karski  that  the 
interview  was  over. 

Karski:  “But!  But! !?”  a little  and  was  told 
that  the  interview  was  over. 

Some  time  later  after  he  returned  to 
Europe  he  was  arrested  by  the  SS.  Marion 
Golabieksi  broke  him  out  of  prison.  Marion 
was  written  about  in  many  books  about  the 
Holocaust  as  a “Polish  partisan”!  They  didn’t 
use  his  name  because  he  was  in  a Soviet 
prison.  [The  Soviets]  didn’t  know  who  they 
had.  I tried  to  get  the  Holocaust  museums  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  Queens  and  Brooklyn  to 
interview  Marion  before  he  died  on  Staten 
Island  in  the  1990s. 

The  mutual  friend  that  we  had  interviewed 
him  for  10  hours  so  his  story/glory  wouldn’t 
be  lost.  He  (Adam)  hasn’t  made  the  tape 


Letters 

available.  He’s  angry  the  museums  wouldn’t 
interview  Marion  themselves.  Adam  is  right! 

Lastly, 

whenever  this 
subject  comes 
up,  the  question 
arises:  “Who 
knew  about  it?” 

It  was  reported 
in  the  Lon- 
don Evening 
Dispatch  Feb. 

7, 1940,  page 
3 and  the  Daily 
Mirror  March 
7, 1940,  page  16.  In  September  1941  the 
Brits  intercepted  a Nazi  message  that  12,000 
Jews  were  being  killed  each  week.  Karen 
Worth  told  me  she  saw  films  of  bodies  being 
bulldozed  in  1943. 

Signed, 

H.  Bergos 


CORRECTION: 

We  thank  Ira  Rezak  for  pointing  out  an 
error  in  the  photo  caption  on  Page  37  of 
the  September-October  2012  Shekel.  Due 
to  an  editing  error,  the  man  in  the  photo 
was  identified  as  Haim  Gitler,  chief  cura- 
tor of  numismatics  at  the  Israel  Musem. 
Actually,  he  is  Donald  T.  Ariel,  head  of 
the  coin  department  at  the  Israel  Antiqui- 
ties Authority.  We  apologize  to  the  author 
Dr.  Ursula  Kampmann  for  the  error. 


The  article  on  Franklin  Delano 
Roosevelt  by  Mel  Wacks  in  the 


March  June  2012  double  issue  of 
“The  Shekel  “prompted  Mr.  Ber- 
gos to  share  his  remembrances. 
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Election  notification 

AINA  Board  of  Directors  2013  Election  Notice 

The  following  Directors  have  terms  expiring  in  2013:  Mel  Wacks,  Michael  Mooney 
and  Sagi  Salomon.  Any  AINA  member  with  the  appropriate  qualifications,  as  per 
the  following  AINA  bylaws,  is  invited  to  run  for  the  Board.  If  you  are  interested, 
submit  the  required  information  to  the  AINA  Election  Committee,  P.  O.  Box  20255, 
Fountain  Hills,  AZ  85269  within  30  days  of  receiving  this  issue  of  The  Shekel. 

Section  3.2  - Qualifications,  Number,  Classification,  Election  & Tenure 

(a)  Qualifications. 

(i)  Each  Director  must  be  natural  persons  eighteen  (18)  years  of  age  or  older. 

(ii)  A Director  must  have  been  a member  of  the  Association  for  at  least  three  (3)  consecutive 
years  prior  to  being  nominated  for  election. 

(iii)  No  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  will  be  paid  for  services  to  the  Association  unless 
approved  by  the  Board. 

(b)  Number.  There  shall  be  a minimum  of  three  (3)  and  a maximum  of  fifteen  (15)  Directors  of 
the  Association,  as  specified  in  the  Certificate  of  Incorporation,  and  determined  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

(c)  Election  and  Tenure. 

(i)  An  election  for  one-third  (1/3)  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  every  year,  in  staggered,  rotating 
fashion. 

(ii)  In  the  first  issue  of  The  Shekel  in  each  calendar  year,  the  names  of  those  Directors  whose 
terms  expire  that  year  shall  be  printed  along  with  a request  for  nominations. 

(iii)  Nominations  may  be  made  by  any  individuals,  nominating  themselves  or  other  members  of 
the  Association  for  the  position  of  Director.  A nominee  must  obtain  nominations  from  at  least 
three  (3)  other  current  members  of  the  Association.  The  Election  Committee  shall  review  the 
nominations  submitted  and  determine  whether  the  potential  candidate  is  qualified  to  serve  as  a 
Director  of  the  Association.  After  determining  that  the  candidates  are  qualified  for  the  position 
of  Director  and  after  receiving  written  confirmation  that  the  candidates  are  willing  to  serve  as 
Director  of  the  Association  if  elected  by  the  membership,  the  Election  Committee  shall  establish 
a list  of  candidates  for  the  open  positions  of  Director. 

(iv)  Once  a final  list  of  candidates  is  established,  the  President  or  designee  shall  cause  a ballot 
to  be  sent  to  all  current,  paid  members  of  the  Association  as  of  May  1 of  the  election  year.  The 
ballot  shall  include  the  names  of  those  on  the  final  list  of  candidates  as  submitted  by  the  Election 
Committee  to  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  President  or  designee  shall  assure  that  the  process 
used  for  the  election  shall  have  appropriate  safeguards  to  assure  a correct  count  and  to  avoid  any 
election  tampering. 

(v)  The  number  of  candidates  in  the  election  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  the  open 
seats  on  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  be  elected  to  the  Board  of  Directors.  Those  candidates  shall 
take  office  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  annual  Board  meeting  following  their  election. 

(d)  Appointments. The  President  may  appoint  a member  of  the  Association,  who  has  been  a 
member  in  good  standing  for  at  least  three  (3)  years,  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  either  as  a 
replacement  or  as  an  additional  Director  at  any  time,  as  long  as  the  total  number  of  Directors 
does  not  exceed  the  maximum  number  specified  in  these  Bylaws.  The  appointee  must  be 
approved  by  a majority  vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  he  or  she  takes  a seat  on  the  Board 
immediately  after  being  approved  by  the  Board,  nu 
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AT  AUCTION: 


Superior  specimens  sold 
at  Heritage  NYINC  auction 

MANY  FINAL  PRICES  NOT  OUT  OF  REALM  OF  POSSIBILITY 
FOR  COLLECTORS  OF  MODEST  MEANS 


In  recent  years,  world-record 
prices  have  garnered  the  greatest 
number  of  headlines  for  coins  that 
sold  for  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  or  more. 

The  January  2013  auction  of 
ancient  and  world  coins  by  Heritage 
Auctions  at  the  New  York  Inter- 
national Numismatic  Convention 
revealed  that  the  market  is  strong 
for  high-quality  specimens. 

Numerous  ancient  Judaean  coins 
sold  for  strong,  but  not  necessarily 
astronomical  prices. 

Final  bid  prices  between  sev- 
eral hundred  and  several  thousand 
dollars  showed  another  aspect  of 
collecting  for  collectors:  you  don’t 
necessarily  have  to  be  spectacularly 
wealthy  to  own  a terrific  coin. 

Here  are  some  of  the  Judaean 
coins  sold  at  Heritage’s  January 
2013  NYINC  Ancient  and  World 
Coin  auction. 

The  final  prices  include  the 
Buyer’s  Premium;  the  number  of 
bids  and  source  (live  floor,  tele- 
phone, Internet  bid)  and  sometimes 
provenance  also  are  noted  and  are 
new  features  on  Heritage  Auction’s 
Prices  Realized  website.  The  web- 
site address  is  www.coins.ha.com. 


Israel  gold  50  Lirot  1964  gold  com- 
meorative  coin,  KM44,  Proof  66  NGC; 
a Gem  example  of  this  very  scarce  type 
struck  to  honor  the  10th  anniversary  of 
the  Bank  of  Israel.  Only  1,502  struck 
in  Proof.  Sold  for  $1,527.50  including 
Buyer  s Premium  to  an  Internet  bidder; 
four  other  bidders  include  Internet,  mail 
and  phone  bids. 


Bar  Kochba  Revolt,  CE  132  to  135,  AE 
middle  bronze  (25mm,  11.16  gm,  12h). 
Dated  Year  1 = CE  132/3.  Paleo-Hebrew 
“Simon  Prince  of  Israel,  ” palm  branch 
within  wreath;  Rev:  Paleo-Hebrew  year 
one  of  the  redemption  of  Israel,  wide  lyre 
of  six  strings.  Hendin  1377.  Treasury’  223a. 
Mildenberg  23.  Razon-sharp  strike  on  a 
broad  flan,  with  full  legends.  Lovely  green- 
earthen  patina.  Ex  Hany  N.  Sneh  Collec- 
tion. Ex  CNG  64  ( 24  Sept.  2003),  lot  440. 
Sold  for  $2,350  including  Buyer’s  Premium 
to  Internet  bidder.  Other  bids  came  from 
eight  Internet/mail/telephone  bidders. 
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The  Shekel  online  project  update 


By  Dr,  Thom  Curtis,  Dept  of  Sociology, 
University  of  ITawaii  at  Lino 


THE 


SHt'kt'L 


JfOLUME  III  NO.  2 


SUMMER  1970 


PRICE  5(1.50 


100  Years  of  an  Agricultural  School 


President  of  Israel  Honored 


A Gift  to  kadman  Musci 


Diplomat  Presents  Medals  to  Alaska 


Birth  of  a Medal 


Club  News,  and  Olliers 
See  Table  of  Contents  Tone  / 


Over  the  past  12  months, 
a volunteer  team  from 
the  University  of  Hawaii 
at  Hilo  (UHH)  has  been 
working  on  a project  to 
digitize  and  post  online  all 
260  issues  of  The  Shekel. 

Mel  Wacks  has  been 
instrumental  in  helping 
the  team  locate  all  of  the 
issues  published  over  the 
past  45  years. 

Michael  Sado  and  Ian 
Mitchner,  senior  UHH 
sociology  students,  have 
undertaken  the  multiphase 
project  of  collecting, 
scanning  and  reformatting 
each  issue  with  the  goal  of 
eventually  posting  them 
on  the  AINA  website. 

When  the  project  is 
complete,  more  than  four 
decades  of  irreplaceable  nu- 
mismatic scholarship  will  be 
available  to  researchers  and 
hobbyists. 

Each  issue  is  being  digi- 
talized in  high  resolution  as 
a .pdf  file  so  that  it  can  be 
viewed  as  it  was  originally 
published  with  photos,  graph- 
ics and  advertisements  intact. 

The  files  are  also  being  con- 
verted in  an  alternative  format 
which  is  ADA  compliant,  en- 


abling readers  to  use  a search 
engine  to  identify  articles 
containing  topics  of  interest. 

The  first  volumes  are  ready 
for  posting  and  should  begin 
appearing  on  the  AINA  web- 
site over  the  next  few  months. 

Thank  you  to  Rabbi  Benja- 
min Yablok  who  contributed 
the  last  two  missing  issues 
and  to  all  of  the  AINA  mem- 
bers who  contributed  and 
offered  to  help  the  project 
preserve  The  Shekel  in  digital 
format,  mi 
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Number  One  Money  Man 

Judaica 


Denmark  Ag 


High  relief  silver  medal  (45  grams  - 
40mm)  commemorates  50th  anni- 
versary of  Danish  Jewish  community 
escape  from  the  clutches  of  Germans. 
Created  by  Danish  artist,  engraver 
and  medalist  Bent  Jensen,  this  piece 
features  a reverse  of  Holger  Danske, 
a national  hero,  and  an  obverse  with 
Jews  between  the  maps  of  Denmark 
and  Sweden. 


WORKS  OF  ART 


HOVGHTON 


Houghton 

Works  of  Art  from 
Houghton  Jews  - 
Hardcover  Christie’s 
London,  8 December 
1 994.  Edition  pro- 
vides extensive  infor- 
mation about  Philip 
& Sybil  Sassoon  and 
their  magnificent  holdings.  361  pp; 
near  perfect  condition;  no  folds,  nota- 
tions or  markings.  Unopened. 


IONDON 

THURSDAY  H DEC  KMItER  I 'M 


2 

CHRIST!  FS 


Herzl  Passport 


1850  Franz  Joseph  I official  passport  for  Israel 
Herzl  (24x40  cm).  Sealed  with  signed  revenue 
stamp,  dated  1850.  In  1815,  Austria  emerged 
from  Napoleonic  Wars  as  a powerhouse;  the 
Hapsburgs  returned  to  rule.  This  single-page 
passport  (Reise-Pass)  bears  all  information 
about  Israel  Herzl,  including  name,  character, 
birthplace,  birth  year,  religion,  stature,  hair  color 
etc.  All  signed  by  the  Gov.  & General  Com- 
mander of  the  Serbian  region  of  Timis,  western 
Romania  and  Banate,  Southern  Hungary.  Finely 
printed  in  large  format  (about  9x16  inches)  in 
blue  with  a decorative  border.  Document  dated 
1 850,  sealed  with  signed  revenue  stamp.  Theo- 
dore (Tivadar/Binyamin  Ze’ev)  Herzl  was  bom 
in  Pest  ( the  other  side  of  Buda  - Hungary ),  his 
family  had  come  from  Zemun  (present  day  Ser- 
bia, by  Belgrade  on  the  Danube).  But  Herzl  was 
a common  name,  so  it  could  be  a relative  or  not. 


$500  CSA 
- LAZAR 


Con  federate  $500  Sealed  Jewish  Lazar 
Allendale,  S.C.,  Genuine  CSA  $500  note 
in  nice,  evenly  circulated  condition  w/  a 
couple  of  holes  by  the  Treasurer’s  sig- 
nature; split/partially  split  sealed  by  an 
advertising  band  for  Jewish  A.H.  Lazar 

(“THANK  YOU  - IT  COMES  FROM  - CALL 
AGAIN  - IT  MUST  BE  QUALITY  - THE  PLACE 
TO  TRADE  AFTER  ALL  - ALLENDALE,  SC”) 


CALL  OR  E-MAIL  for  PRICING,  etc.  to:  #1,  P.O.  Box  4075,  Ft.  Myers,  FL.  33918 

/ (239)-3 13-9899.  E-mail:  info@NumberOneMoneyMan.eom 

LIFE  MEMBER  OF:  AINA,  American  Philatelic  Society,  IBNS,  SPMC,  etc. 


Israel-designed,  Israel-built  defense 
system  blasts  Gaza  missiles  from  sky 


Photo  courtesy  IDF 

A missile  launches  from  an  Iron  Dome  battery  operated  by  the  Israel  Defense  Forces. 


By  Andrew  Perala 


Shooting  down  a missile  in  flight 
with  another  missile  is  one  of  the 
most  difficult  challenges  faced  by 
every  modem  military  force. 

The  world’s  biggest  militaries  have 
spent  decades  attempting  a task  that’s 
harder  than  firing  one  bullet  at  an- 
other, and  hitting  it.  None  have  found 
true  success. 

Except  for  Israel.  The  small  na- 
tion’s own  defense  industries  - some 


government  owned,  some  privately 
owned  - recently  developed  and 
deployed  (through  the  Israel  Defense 
Forces  or  IDF),  the  Iron  Dome  short- 
range  defensive  missile  system. 

Developed  in  part  with  U.S.  grants 
and  in  a marketing  partnership  with 
U.S.  defense  behemoth  Raytheon 
(2010  sales:  $25  billion),  Iron  Dome 
is  almost  entirely  of  Israeli  design, 
production  and  emplacement. 

Continued 


12 


Medal  honors  defense  success 


Photo  courtesy  IDF 
An  Iron  Dome  missile  passes  inspection,  above. 
At  right,  the  reverse  of  the  official  state  Iron 
Dome  medal  shows  the  missile  launch  pod,  part 
of  a battery  emplacement  that  also  includes  a 
command,  control,  communications,  computer 
and  intelligence  module.. 


Continued 

With  a near  90-percent  success 
rate  in  knocking  down  Gaza  missiles 
launched  at  Israel’s  cities,  the  Iron 
Dome  system  has  proven  itself  to  be, 
by  far,  the  world’s  best  short-range 
anti-missile  missile  defense  system. 

The  world’s  other  militaries  have 
taken  notice,  and  are  knocking  on  the 
doors  of  Rafael  Advanced  Defense 
Systems  to  inquire  about  purchasing 
batteries  designed  for  export  (which 
do  not  include  all  the  capabilities 
reserved  for  homeland  protection). 

According  to  Jane’s  Defence  Week- 
ly, Singapore  has  placed  an  order  for 
Iron  Dome  batteries.  South  Korea 
is  reportedly  seriously  interested  as 
well. 


They’ll  have  to  wait. 

“Israel  first,”  said  an  unnamed 
Rafeal  executive  quoted  in  a No- 
vember 2012  Reuters  dispatch  from 
Jerusalem.  “All  we  are  thinking  about 
is  supplying  Israel  with  its  needs.” 

To  honor  the  nation’s  world-beating 
capability  in  homeland  defense,  the 
Israel  Mint  in  late  2012  issued  the 
official  state  Iron  Dome  medal  for 
collectors. 
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Continued 


NEED  TO  SHIELD  AS  OLD  AS  THE  BIBLE 


i 


Above  image  courtesy  Rafael  Advanced 

Defense  Systems 

Above,  a diagram  shows  how  the  Iron  Dome 
missile  defense  system  is  designed  to  operate. 

At  right,  the  launch  of  a U.S.  Patriot  missile,  the 
forefather  of  today  s far  more  successful  Iron 
Dome  missile  defense  system. 

Continued 

Available  in  both  .925  fine  silver 
and  bronze,  the  Iron  Dome  medals 
are  available  through  the  mint’s  mar- 
keting division,  the  Israel  Coins  and 
Medals  Corporation. 

The  obverse  of  the  Iron  Dome 
medal  features  three  defensive  mis- 
siles in  flight  above  a city  skyline 
with  the  Bible  verse  “I  will  shield  this 
city  to  save  it.”  ( Isaiah  37:35). 

The  reverse  shows  the  box-shaped 
container  holding  the  20-missile  clus- 
ter comprising  each  defensive  battery. 

The  Iron  Dome  system  has  been 


operational  since  2011,  but  an  early 
radar  glitch  prevented  Iron  Dome 
from  achieving  a better  than  70  per- 
cent success  rate. 

Israel  now  has  five  of  the  $50  mil- 
lion batteries  in  place,  including  three 
near  Gaza,  one  near  Haifa  and  one 
near  Tel  Aviv.  The  IDF  estimates  that 
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Continued 


Extraordinary  defensive  system 


i 

a 


Image  courtesy  Rafael 
Advanced  Defense  Systems 


The  front  of  the  Iron 
Dome  silver  medal  shows 
defensive  missiles  in  flight 
with  the  Bible  verse  “I  will 
shield  this  city  to  save  it.  ” 


Continued 

about  200,000  hostile  missiles  total 
are  stockpiled  in  Lebanon  and  Gaza. 

The  IDF  also  estimates  that  13  such 
batteries  could  cover  all  of  Israel  from 
incoming  hostile  missiles. 

Clearly  not  all  of  the  hostile  mis- 
siles would  be  fired  at  once  - even  the 
launching  of  a single  rocket  reveals 
the  launch  site  and  thus  exposes  it  to 
swift  retaliatory  action  by  the  army  or 
air  force. 

Each  launch  of  an  Iron  Dome 
defensive  missile  is  estimated  to  cost 
between  $30,000  and  $50,000  accord- 
ing to  published  reports. 

Still,  analysts  argue,  that’s  a far 
cheaper  price  to  pay  than  the  exorbi- 
tant costs  in  lives  and  resources  of  a 
land  invasion  of  hostile  territory. 

As  noted  in  the  Reuters  dispatch 
from  November  2012,  if  more  Hamas 
rockets  had  penetrated  Tel  Aviv  and 
other  targets  and  caused  mass  casual- 
ties. a “devastating  Israeli  retaliation 


...  would  have  been  nearly  certain.” 
Iron  Dome’s  first  launches  were 
against  scattered  rocket  attacks  from 
Gaza  in  2011. 

Numbers  of  hostile  rockets  escalat- 
ed dramatically  in  late  2012  following 
unprecedented  launches  against  Jeru- 
salem and  Tel  Aviv.  Previous  Hamas 
attacking  rockets  had  not  demonstrat- 
ed the  range  to  hit  the  distant  cities.  In 

Continued 
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Iron  Dome  part  of  tiered  defense 


Above  left  image  courtesy  Rafael  Advanced  Defense  Systems;  above  right  courtesy  ICMC 
Above  left,  Israel’s  long-range  anti-ballistic  missile  defense  system  is  the  Arrow.  Oper- 
ational since  2000,  the  system  is  due  for  a future  upgrade  as  ballistic  missiles  travel  up  to 
three  times  faster  than  short-range  tactical  attack  missiles  or  up  to  seven  kilometers  per 
second  - the  Arrow  faces  a daunting  challenge  in  defending  against  long-range  ballistic 
missiles.  Above  right,  the  reverse  of  the  bronze  official  state  Iron  Dome  medal. 


Continued 

less  than  one  week  in  mid-November 
2012,  Israel’s  Operation  Pillar  of 
Defense  launched  360  Iron  Dome 
missiles  against  incoming  Grad  and 
other  missiles  fired  from  Gaza. 

Even  then,  not  all  incoming  missiles 
were  targeted  for  defensive  launches  - 
the  Iron  Dome  system  is  able  to  track 
tens  of  thousands  of  moving  objects 
per  second  to  determine  likely  tra- 
jectories: hostile  missiles  destined  to 
land  in  the  desert  are  ignored. 

In  the  Iron  Dome  defensive  missile 


system  Israel  has  found  a new  ally  in 
protecting  the  nation  against  hostile 
attacks. 

So  advanced  is  the  Iron  Dome  sys- 
tem that  rockets  launched  unguided 
from  neighboring  territories  have  the 
grace  and  efficiency  of  a Medieval 
trebuchet  tossing  boulders  over  castle 
walls. 

Iron  Dome  isn’t  perfect,  and  the 
boulders  tossed  toward  Israel  can  be 
truly  devastating,  but  many  more  Is- 
raelis can  sleep  better  now,  and  many 
more  will  live  lives  saved  by  Israel’s 
Iron  Dome,  nu 
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Do  you  know  Jack? 

A primer  on  Jacob  Joseph  (Jack)  Lew ; 
the  first  Orthodox  Treasury  Secretary  * 


*Ed.  Note:  At 
press  time,  Jack  Lew 
had just  been  nomi- 
nated to  become  the 
next  Treasury  Sec- 
retary of  the  United 
States,  replacing 
Timothy  Geitner. 

With  a stellar  record 
of  service  to  his 
country  and  a clean 
record  and  reputa- 
tion, there  would  be  no  logical  reason 
for  Congressional  Hearings  to  deny 
the  placement  of  the  first  Orthodox 
Jew  into  the  White  House  Cabinet- 
level  office  of  Treasury  Secretary. 

Jack  Lew,  President  Obama’s 
current  chief  of  staff  and  his 
pick  [I]  for  Treasury  secretary, 
is  the  highest-ranking  Orthodox  Jew 
in  the  history  of  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment. It’s  a distinction  that  imposes 
some  unusual  burdens — like  having 
to  dodge  opinionated  congregants 
who  try  to  accost  him  about  politics 
in  synagogue.  The  57-year-old  New 
York  native  recently  told  me  that  he 
has  developed  a strategy  for  such 
situations.  “Your  friends  protect  you— 


they  sit  around 
you  and  make  it 
a little  harder  for 
strangers  to  come 
and  give  you  a 
hard  time,”  he 
explained.  “I  just 
tell  people,  ‘If  1 
wanted  to  work  on 
Saturday,  I have 
this  24/7  job.  I 
come  to  shul  to 

Lew’s  nomination  to  succeed  Timo- 
thy Geithner  as  Treasury  chief  is  the 
culmination  of  a distinguished  career 
in  public  service.  Over  nearly  four 
decades  in  and  out  of  Washington,  he 
has  been  a senior  policy  adviser  to 
Democratic  Speaker  Tip  O’Neill;  a 
special  adviser  to  President  Bill  Clin- 
ton; the  director  of  the  Office  of  Man- 
agement and  Budget  under  the  last 
two  Democratic  presidents;  and  since 
January  2012,  President  Obama’s 
chief  of  staff — the  fourth  Jew  to  oc- 
cupy the  post  in  the  nation’s  history. 
(The  others  are  his  predecessors, 

Rahm  Emanuel [2]  and  Josh  Bolten  [3], 
as  well  as  Reagan  official  Kenneth 

Continued 
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Lew  Intensely  brilliant  in  field 


Continued 

Duberstein.) 

As  the 
Obama  Ad- 
ministration’s 
most  high- 
profile  Jewish 
appointee, 

Lew  has 
served  as  the 
White  House’s 
point  person 
for  outreach 
to  the  Jew- 
ish commu- 
nity. When  the 
president  decided  to  tap  controversial 
former  Sen.  Chuck  Hagel  as  his 
next  secretary  of  Defense,  Lew  was 
reportedly  dispatched  [4]  to  call  AIPAC 
Executive  Director  Howard  Kohr  and 
defend  the  pick.  In  the  run-up  to  the 
2012  presidential  election.  Lew  met 
regularly  with  Jewish  leaders  on  the 
campaign  trail  to  reassure  them  about 
Obama’s  intentions  toward  Israel,  and 
even  publicly  debated [5]  former  Bush 
Jewish  liaison  Tevi  Troy  on  that  and 
other  subjects. 

This  past  summer,  while  serving 
as  chief  of  staff' in  the  White  House, 
Lew  hosted  the  leaders  of  the  coun- 
try’s different  Jewish  denominations. 
And  when  the  White  House  began 
blogging  the  High  Holiday  recipes 
of  its  Jewish  staffers  in  September, 
Lew  contributed  his  family’s  tzimmes 
recipe. 


The  New 
York  Times 
would  later 
report  that 
Lew  makes  “a 
mean  potato 
kugel .”)  It’s 
not  the  only 
culinary 
contribution 
Lew  has  been 
responsible  for 
while  serving 
in  the  admin- 
istration: The 
White  House 
added  a kosher 
option  to  their  takeaway  lunch  menu 
to  accommodate  his  dietary  restric- 
tions. 

Over  the  course  of  his  career  in 
government,  Lew  has  built  strong 
relationships  with  Jewish  politicians 
on  both  sides  of  the  aisle.  Republican 
House  Majority  Leader  Eric  Can- 
tor has  spoken  highly  of  him,  telling 
Politico  in  20 1 1 that  “no  one  was 
more  prepared  and  more  in  tune  with 
the  numbers  than  Jack  Lew.  He  was 
always  very  polite  and  respectful  in 
his  tone  and  someone  who  I can  tell 
is  very  committed  to  his  principles.’’ 
And  when  Sen.  Joe  Lieberman’s 
retirement  party  was  held  this  past  No- 
vember, Lew  was  the  Democrat  who 
toasted  him — citing  a saying  from 
Pirkei  Avot — alongside  Republican 
Sen.  John  McCain.  (Liebcrman  then 

Continued 


Official  White  House  Photo  by  Chuck  Kennedy 
Jack  Lew,  center,  shaking  hands  with  President 


Barack  Obama  on  Jan.  10,  2013  following  the  Presi- 
dential Announcement  of  Lew’s  nomination  to  be  the 
next  Treasury  Secretary  of  the  United  States,  replac- 
ing Timothy  Geitner  at  right. 


18 


Lew  highly  regarded  in  D.C. 


Continued 

thanked  Lew 
and  jokingly 
explained  how 
he’d  always 
been  envi- 
ous that  Lew 
managed  to  “be 
Jewish  and  con- 
vince people 
by  your  name 
that  you’re 
actually  Asian- 
American.”) 

This  past  December,  Lew  accepted 
an  honorary  degree  from  Yeshiva 
University,  where  he  delivered  the 
keynote  address  at  its  annual  Chanu- 
kah dinner. 

Ironically,  though,  Lew  is  perhaps 
most  famous  among  American  Jews 
for  a story  that  never  actually  hap- 
pened— at  least  as  it  was  reported. 
When  Lew  was  tapped  by  President 
Obama  to  direct  the  Office  of  Man- 
agement and  Budget  in  2010,  NBC 
claimed  that  he  had  once  refused  to 
pick  up  a phone  call  from  President 
Clinton  on  Shabbat,  even  when  the 
latter  entreated  on  the  answering  ma- 
chine that  “God  would  understand.” 
It’s  a fun  anecdote,  Lew  told  me,  with 
one  flaw:  “It’s  kind  of  fabricated.” 

“The  true  story  is  I came  home  one 
[Shabbat]  morning  from  shul,  and  the 
phone  machine  was  going  off  saying 
‘please  disregard  the  previous  mes- 
sage from  President  Clinton.  He  just 
remembered  that  it’s  Saturday  and 


he’s  going  to 
call  someone 
else,’  ” Lew 
recalled  in  No- 
vember, when 
1 spoke  to  him 
while  he  was  on 
the  campaign 
trail  in  Ohio. 

“He  was  out  of 
the  country  and 
forgot  what  day 
it  was.” 

Clinton,  he  said,  was  always  care- 
ful never  to  trouble  Lew  on  Shabbat 
unless  the  matter  was  urgent,  and 
Lew,  knowing  this,  would  never  have 
ignored  his  call. 

“He  knew  that  I’d  take  this  call  on  a 
Saturday  if  he  needed  me;  he  knew  I’d 
get  in  a car  and  come  in  if  he  needed 
me,”  Lew  explained.  That’s  why  Clin- 
ton called  back  to  tell  Lew  to  ignore 
his  initial  message. 

Rather  than  being  an  example  of  a 
conflict  between  Lew’s  religious  and 
political  obligations,  the  real  story  “il- 
lustrates tolerance  and  understanding.” 

“I  have  found  that  people  are  tre- 
mendously respectful  of  things  like 
personal  observance  that  are  rooted  in 
beliefs  and  values,”  said  Lew.  “I’ve 
been  really  privileged  to  work  [14]  for 
two  presidents — President  Obama 
and  President  Clinton — who  are  both 
people  of  faith,  who  value  faith,  and 
who  respect  that  others  have  the  same 
feelings  in  their  own  lives.” 

Continued 


Official  White  House  Photo  by  Chuck  Kennedy 
Jack  Lew,  center,  back  to  camera,  speaks  to  the  Cabi- 
net as  President  Obama 's  Chief  of  Staff. 
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powerful  voice  in  president’s  ear 


Continued 

In  fact,  Lew  says  being  Shabbat- 
observant  has  helped  him  prioritize  his 
hectic  work  schedule.  “There’s  a great 
desire  that  people  have  in  positions 
that  are  close  to  power  to  be  at  the 
meeting  in  the  room,”  said  Lew. 

“You  have  to  separate,  1 believe, 
your  desire  to  be  there  from  your  need 
to  be  there.  If  you’re  the  only  one  who 
can  help  make  or  shape  a decision,  it’s 
very  different  from  just  wanting  to  see 
what  goes  on.” 

Drawing  that  line  is  difficult,  he 
added,  but  as  “somebody  who  has 
managed  to  balance  family  and  reli- 
gious values  with  public  life,  I think 
it  can  be  done.”  And  the  rewards,  for 
Lew,  are  worth  the  struggle.  “I  think 
there’s  no  higher  calling  in  terms  of 
a career  than  public  service,  which 
is  a chance  to  make  a difference  in 
people’s  lives  and  improve  the  world,” 


Official  White  House  Photo  by  Chuck  Kennedy’ 
President  Obama  listens  to  the  advice  of  Jacob 
Joseph  (Jack)  Lew  on  the  grounds  of  the  White 
House  in  2012. 

he  said.  Indeed,  “the  opportunities  to 
make  a difference  are  probably  greater 
than  any  other  line  of  work,”  which  is 
“not  a bad  way  to  spend  your  profes- 
sional life.”  roj 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  Tablet 
Magazine.  Yair  Rosenbeig  is  a writer  at 
Tablet  and  the  editor  of  the  English-lan- 
guage blog  of  the  Israeli  National  Archives. 
Follow  him  on  Twitter  ( Wair_Rosenberg . 


Tempest  in  a teapot  The  signature 


The  New  York  Times  says  he  has 
to  change  it.  Jacob  Joseph  (Jack) 
Lew’s  predecessor  as  Treasury 
Secretary  did,  making  his 
own  scrawl  close  to  read- 
able. But  online  polls  have 
been  about  60  percent  to 
not  change  and  40  percent 
for  Lew  to  change. 

Various  handwriting  experts, 
which  is  an  admittedly  inexact  sci- 
ence, have  suggested  the  Jack  Lew 
signature  he’s  used  in  Washington, 


D.C.  for  decades  reveals  a very 
thoughtful,  deliberate,  private  man 
with  exceptional  mental  abilities 
and  powers  of  concentration. 

What  do  you  think?  Should 
Jack  Lew  change  his  signa- 
ture, the  one  that’ll  appear 
on  all  U.S.  currency  begin- 
ning with  his  term  of  service?  Let 
The  Shekel  know.  Send  “Keep  It” 
or  “Change  It”  to  Editor  Andrew 
Perala,  PO  Box  6626,  Kamuela,  HI 
or  by  e-mail  to  aperala@aol.com 
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Join  AINA  Today! 


If  you  like  Ancient  Judaean  coins,  the  coins  & medals  of  modern 
Israel,  Judaic  coins  & medals,  and  Jewish  history  ... 

You  will  love  readina  the  entertainina  and  informative  articles  in  ... 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  ISRAEL  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 
RECEIVE  6 BIMONTHLY  ISSUES  OF  THE  FULL  COLOR  SHEKEL  MAGAZINE, 
PLUS  A FREE  ANNUAL  COMMEMORATIVE  MEDAL. 


Mail  to:  AINA,  PO  Box  20255,  Fountain  Hills,  A Z 85269,  USA 
or  call  in  your  credit  card  info  to  (818)  225-1348 
or  email  your  name,  address  and  credit  card  information  to: 

ainapresident@gmail.com 

Name Street 

City State Zip 

Country email 

I want  to  join  AINA  and  receive  The  Shekel  magazine  for  a full  year: 

$25  (USA/Canada/lsrael)  _ $48  (2  yrs  USA/Canada/lsrael)  _$35  (Other  countries) 

$67  (2  yrs  Other  countries)  _$10  (Junior  age  10-19)  _$18  (2  yrs.  Junior  age  10-19) 

$500  (Life  Member)  Check  is  enclosed  payable  to  AINA  or  charge: 

_Visa  _MC  No. Exp 

For  gifts,  please  list  recipients  on  a separate  sheet  of  paper. 

For  juniors,  please  indicate  age. 

To  learn  more  about  AINA,  visit  our  web  site  at  www.theshekel.org. 
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A.I.N.A.  Marketplace 


The  numismatic  dealers,  companies  and  organizations  listed  below  support 
AINA  and  we  encourage  our  members  to  use  their  services.  Please  mention 
that  you  saw  their  ad  in  The  Shekel  when  you  contact  them.  If  your  company 
would  like  to  support  AINA  and  get  new  clients,  the  cost  for  a Marketplace 
ad  is  only  $200  per  year.  The  cost  for  a full-page  ad  is  just  $750  per  year.  Your 
ad  will  be  seen  by  more  than  1 ,000  readers  six  times  per  year.  Contact  Mel 
Wacks  at  (818)  225-1348  or  send  an  e-mail  to:  ainapresident@gmail.com 


POSTCARDS  frotn 
the  HOLY  LAND 


A Puiori.il  History  of  ihe  Olionun  Kra,  1880-l‘MH 


Society  of  Israel  Philatelists,  Inc. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Wallace  24917  Hazelmere  Road 

Beachwood,  OH,  44122-3238 


Dues 

USA  Canada/Mexico  All  Others 

$30.00  $34.00  $43.00 

The  Society  of  Israel  Philatelists  is  a nonsectarian  cultural  and 
educational  organization  dedicated  to  the  study  and  collecting  of 
all  philatelic  items  related  to  the  Holy  Land. 

The  journal,  The  Israel  Philatelist,  is  published  6 times  a year. 


CULTURAL 

CHANGE 

I [.WISH.  CHRISTIAN, 
AND  ISLAMIC  COINS  OF 
THE  HOLY  LAND 

David  Hendin 


CULTURAL  CHANGE::  American 

Jewish,  Christian  and  Islamic  Numismatic 
Coins  of  the  Holy  Land  Society 

bij  David  Hendin 

isbn-io:  0-89722-319-5 
isBN-13:  978-0-89722-319-5 

(201l)  6x9  INCHES,  SOFTCOVER.  128  PAGES 
FULL  COLOR  ILLUSTRATIONS  THROUGHOUT 

RETAIL  PRICE:  US  $40  /ANS  MEMBERS  $28  / PLUS  SHIPPING  & HANDLING 

Cultural  Change:  Jewish,  Christian  and  Islamic  Coins 
of  the  Holy  Land  is  a full  color  catalogue  of  the  coins 
featured  in  the  ANS’  acclaimed  temporary  exhibit  of 
the  same  name.  All  coins  are  illustrated  in  full  color, 
with  explanatory  text,  illustrations  of  related  material, 
maps  and  family-trees.  The  volume  serves  as  the  ideal 
introduction  to  the  coinage  of  the  Holy  Land,  as  well  as 
providing  a history  of  the  region  from  the  4th  century 
BC  to  Crusader  times,  illustrated  by  the  coinage  that 
was  produced  there.  As  such,  it  contains  some  of  the 
earliest  Jewish  coins,  as  well  as  the  earliest  to  bear  overtly 
Christian  symbolism. 


The  coins  contained  in  this  exhibit  are  often  the  finest  examples  of  their  kind  in  existence,  and 
the  text  has  been  written  by  one  of  the  foremost  experts  in  the  field,  so  the  resulting  volume  is 
as  attractive  to  look  at  as  it  is  informative. 


For  more  information  or  to  order  your  copy  of 
this  book:  visit  our  web  store  at: 
http://numismatics.org/Store/CulturalChange 
or  call  Membership  at  212-571-4470  ext.  1 17 


75  Varick  St.,  fl.  11 
New  York,  NY  10013 

t.  212-571-4470 
f.  212-571-4479 
www.numismatics.org 
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David  Hendin 

Guide  to 

BIBLICAL  COINS 

FlfTH  EDITION 

V 


• - <im  Mot  v*«*  «n». 

: •■>  .W 

ll-'nltin*. 


David  Hendins  GUIDE  to  BIBLICAL  COINS 

From  your  favorite  dealer, 
the  publisher,  or  Amazon.com 

Amphora  • P.O.  Box  805  • Nyack,  NY  10960 

AmphoraCoins@aol.com 


st « 


>nIRA  & LARRY^i 

GoldberG 

AUCTIONEERS 

Accepting  consignments  of  Ancient,  World  and  U.S.  Coins  for  our  three 
major  auctions  held  each  year.  Specializing  in  Ancient  Judean  Coins.  Member  PNG 
Life  Members  ANA.  A family  tradition  since  1931. 

350  S.  Beverly  Dr.,  #350  • Beverly  Hills,  CA  90212  • (800)  978-2646  Fax  (310)  551-2626 
Visit  our  website:  www.goldbergcoins.com 


WILLIAM  ROSENBLUM/RARE  COINS 
P.O.  Box  785,  Littleton,  CO  8OI6O-O785 
Tel  720-981-0785  Fax  720-981-5345 

www.rosenblumcoins.com  - bill@rosenblumcoins.com 
For  the  past  30  years  we  have  been  the  world’s  leading  dealer  in  all  aspects  of  Ancient 
Judaea,  Israel,  Palestine  and  Judaica  (including  the  Holocaust)  as  related  to  coins, 
medals,  banknotes,  tokens,  etc.  Life  Member  of  ANA,  former  member  Board  of  Directors 
of  AINA,  Member  International  Association  of  Professional  Numismatists. 


THE  TOKEN  AND  MEDAL  SOCIETY  (TAMS) 

Publishes  a bimonthly  journal,  has  a library  available 
to  members,  and  an  annual  meeting  at  the  ANA. 
TAMS  and  AINA  jointly  sponsor  the  Ben  Odesser 
Award  for  the  Best  Article  in  "The  Shekel."  Dues  are 
$25  (U.S.)  and  $30  (non-U. S.).  Send  to  TAMS,  c/o 
Mark  Lighterman,  5224  W.  State  Rd  46,  No.  408, 
Sanford,  FL  32771. 


The  Highland  Mint  produces  medals  of  top 
quality  at  a very  reasonable  cost.  They  have 
produced  medals  for  the  Jewish-American 
Hall  of  Fame  and  are  the  official  minter  for 
the  annual  AINA  medals.  Contact  Vince 
Bohbot,  Vice-President,  at  (800)  544-6135 
and  tell  him  that  you  are  a member  of  AINA 
to  get  a special  deal. 
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Believer 


Eugene  daub  Sculpts  latest  AINA  Medal 

Mordecai  Noah’s  Vision  depicted 


The  Jewish-American 
Hall  of  Fame  has  hon- 
ored Mordecai  Man- 
uel Noah  (1785  to  1851),  who 
was  the  first  Jewish  American 
diplomat,  the  first  Jewish  edi- 
tor of  a New  York  newspaper, 
a prolific  playwrite,  a judge, 
and  who  unsuccessfully  at- 
tempted to  establish  a Jewish 


homeland  (Ararat)  in  1825  in 
upstate  New  York  - 35  years 
before  Theodor  Herzl  was 
born. 

The  medals  will  be  among 
the  rarest  ever  issued  in  the  se- 
ries; a series  that  was  launched 
in  1969  - with  editions  strictly 
limited  to  only  150  bronze  and 
75  silver-plated  bronze  pieces 
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Continued 


Undying  faith  in  Zion,  America 


Images  provided  by  Eugene  Daub 
Designed  and  sculpted  by  the  pre-eminent  American 
sculptor  Eugene  Daub,  the  Noah  medal  reverse  focuses 
on  the  rights  of  Americans  religious  liberty. 


Continued 

and  an  edition  of  25 
gold-plated  bronze  med- 
als that  is  sold  out. 

Designed  and  sculpted 
by  the  pre-eminent 
American  sculptor  Eu- 
gene Daub,  the  medal- 
lie  portrait  of  Noah  was 
inspired  by  the  painting 
of  Noah  by  John  Wesley 
Jarvis,  now  in  the  col- 
lection of  Congregation 
Shearith  Israel,  New 
York  City.  The  reverse 
design  brings  to  life  the 
words  of  the  famous 
author  Israel  Zangwill, 
published  in  1 899: 

“The  great  man  [was]  en- 
throned before  his  writing 
table.  What  a noble  poetic 
vision  it  seemed  ...  the  broad 
brow,  with  the  tumbled  hair; 
the  long,  delicate-featured  face 
tapering  to  a narrow  chin  envi- 
roned with  whiskers,  but  clean 
of  beard  or  even  of  mustache, 
so  that  the  mobile,  sensitive 
mouth  was  laid  bare. 

“[Noah  also  wore]  a hand- 
some black  coat,  with  a deco- 
ration on  the  lapel,  a high- 
peaked  collar,  a black  puffy 
bow,  a frilled  shirt,  and  a very 
broad  jeweled  cuff  over  a 
white,  long-fingered  hand,  that 
held  a tall  quill  with  a great 


breadth  of  feather.” 

Mordecai  Manuel  Noah  was 
born  in  Philadelphia,  on  July 
19,  1785.  He  was  the  first- 
born son  of  Manuel  Noah,  an 
immigrant  from  Mannheim, 
Germany,  who  had  served  in 
the  American  Revolutionary 
War. 

Noah  was  a victim  of  anti- 
Semitism  200  years  ago. 

Even  after  he  had  arranged 
for  the  freedom  of  Americans 
held  captive  by  Barbary  Coast 
pirates,  his  position  as  Con- 
sul to  the  Kingdom  of  Tunis 
was  terminated  by  Secretary 
of  State  James  Monroe,  who 
stated:  “At  the  time  of  your 
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Diplomat,  Editor,  Playwrite,  Judge 


Continued 

appointment, 
as  Consul  to 
Tunis,  it  was 
not  known 
that  the  reli- 
gion which 
you  profess 
would  form 
an  obstacle  to 
the  exercise  of 
your  Consular 
functions.” 

Noah’s 
response,  in 
part,  was: 

“My  dismissal 
from  office  in 
consequence 
of  religion, 
has  become  a document  on  file 
in  the  Department  of  State. 
This  may  hereafter  produce 
the  most  injurious  effects 
establishing  a principle,  which 
will  go  to  annihilate  the  most 
sacred  rights  of  the  citizen.” 
Later,  Major  Noah  served  as 
sheriff  of  New  York  and  sur- 
veyor of  its  port,  and  judge  in 
its  court  of  General  Sessions, 
and  was  editor  of  several  New 
York  newspapers. 

In  the  Jewish  community, 
Noah  served  as  its  chief  ora- 
tor, delivering  the  major  ad- 
dresses at  its  important  com- 
munal gatherings.  It  was  said 
that  “To  Americans  he  was  the 


representative 
Jew;  to  Jews,  he 
was  the  quintes- 
sential Ameri- 
can.” 

In  1 825  Sam- 
uel Leggett  of 
New  York  City, 
acting  in  Major 
Noah’s  behalf 
but  using  his 
own  money, 
purchased  2,555 
acres  of  Grand 
Island  property- 
-opposite  the 
mouth  of  the 
Erie  Canal. 

He  had  pre- 
pared a cor- 
nerstone with  an  inscription, 
written  by  Noah,  in  Hebrew 
and  English:  11  Hear,  O ' Israel, 
The  Lord  is  our  God-The  Lord 
is  One.  ARARAT,  a City  of 
Refuge  for  the  Jews,  founded 
by  Mordecai  Manuel  Noah,  in 
the  Month  of  Tizri,  September 
1825,  and  in  the  50th  year  of 
American  Independence .” 

Noah  read  a long  procla- 
mation declaring  the  Jewish 
nation  re-established  under  the 
protection  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  he  levied 
a tax  of  one  Spanish  dollar  a 
year  on  every  Jew  in  the  world 
to  support  the  project.  But 

Continued 


A portrait  of  Mordecai  M.  Noah  by  John 
Wesley  Jarvis  is  on  display  in  Congrega- 
tion Shearith  Israel,  New  York. 
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City  built,  but  no  one  came 


Image  courtesy  Mel  Wacks 

The  cornerstone  of  Ararat  is  all  that  survives  of  Mordechai  Noah  s Zionist  dream  for  a 
“city  of  refuge  for  the  Jews  ” in  North  America. 


Continued 

Jewish  settlers  did  not  come. 

All  that  remains  of  Noah’s 
Zionist  dream  today  is  Ararat‘s 
cornerstone  - now  on  display 
at  the  Buffalo  and  Erie  County 
Historical  Society. 

Afterward,  Noah  continued 
as  an  influential  spokesperson 
for  American  Jewry. 

Today,  much  of  his  vision  has 
come  to  fruition.  Noah’s  fer- 
vent hope  that  a Jewish  nation 
must  be  reestablished  in  the 
Holy  Land  and  that  America 
must  play  a special  role  in  that 
restoration  foreshadowed  the 
support  of  the  United  States  in 
the  twentieth-century  develop- 
ment of  Israel,  nu 
Prepared  by  Mel  Wacks,  Direc- 
tor of  the  Jewish-American  Hall 
of  Fame. 


ORDER  YOUR  MEDALS  NOW 

The  Mordechai  M.  Noah  med- 
als are  among  the  rarest  ever 
issued  in  Jewish-American  Hall 
of  Fame  series;  a series  launched 
in  1969 — with  editions  strictly 
limited  to  only  150  bronze  and  75 
silver-plated  bronze  pieces,  avail- 
able for  contributions  of  $35  and 
$85,  respectively.  An  edition  of  25 
gold-plated  bronze  medals  is  sold 
out.  The  uniquely  shaped,  larger 
than  2-inch  diameter  medals, 
minted  by  Medallic  Art  Company, 
can  be  ordered  from  the  non-profit 
Jewish-American  Hall  of  Fame, 

5 1 89  Jeffdale  Ave.,  Woodland 
Hills,  CA  91364;  credit  card 
orders  can  be  placed  by  calling 
818-225-1348. 

Mention  that  you  are  a member 
of  AINA  and  you  will  receive  a 15 
percent  discount.  DJ 
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coins 

that  never  were 


FANTASY  " ISRAEL  COINS"  OF  THE  1960S 

BY  SlMCHA  KURITZKY 


The  resurrection  of  a Jewish 
state  in  1 948  after  nineteen 
centuries  of  exile  is  one  of 
the  most  amazing  feats  in  modem 
history. 

While  today  Israel  is  known  as  a 
prolific  issuer  of  coins  and  medals, 
that  was  not  true  in  1 962.  In  her  first 
decade,  Israel’s  only  coins  were  the 
seven  denominations  for  circulation 
plus  the  silver  250-  and  500-pruta  for 
collectors. 

Even  counting  date  and  die  va- 
rieties, there  were  only  28  coins  to 
collect. 

In  1958,  Israel  celebrated  her  Tenth 
Anniversary  with  commemorative 
coins  and  medals.  By  the  start  of 
1962,  Israel  had  10  commemorative 
coins  and  1 5 different  medal  designs 
for  collectors,  plus  four  new  circulat- 


ing coins. 

But  there  was  only  one  gold  coin 
and  one  design  used  for  gold  med- 
als. So,  even  a collector  with  mod- 
est means  could  quickly  assemble  a 
complete  type  or  date  set. 

The  market  thus  was  set  for  addi- 
tional coins,  one  that  was  partly  filled 
by  Dutch  and  Mexican  fantasies. 

Colin  Bruce’s  Unusual  World  Coins 
catalog  lists  four  varieties  of  the 
Dutch  1962  fantasies:  King  David  50 
shekel.  King  David  100  shekel,  King 
Solomon  50  shekel  and  King  Solo- 
mon 100  shekel. 

The  reference  book  lists  only  two 
varieties  of  King  David  100  shekel 
fantasies  minted  in  Mexico  in  1964: 
nearly  pure  silver  40  gram  and  22K 
gold  45  gram,  both  42  millimeters  in 

Continued 
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Fantasy  coins:  might  have  been 


Images  courtesy  Simcha  Kuritzky 
A Mexican  fantasy  coin,  above,  is  similar  in  design  to  one  of  a series  of  Dutch 
fantasy  coins  (opposite  page).  But  the  portrait  and  reverse  have  key  differences. 


Continued 

diameter.  However,  the  only  Mexi- 
can pieces  I’ve  been  able  to  find  are 
a 42mm  34gm-gilded  silver  and  a 
50mm  40gm-silver,  or  at  least  I as- 
sume they  are  silver  because  the  med- 
als are  thin  though  with  high  relief 
and  base  metal  should  weigh  less. 

The  choice  of  similar  designs  for 
both  sets  of  fantasies  reflects  that  the 
most  romantic  time  period  in  Jewish 
history  was  the  century-long  united 
kingdom  three  millennia  ago  under 
three  kings:  Saul,  David  and  Solo- 
mon. 

According  to  the  Biblical  book 
Samuel , King  Saul  lost  the  Holy 
Spirit  when  he  disobeyed  God’s  com- 
mand to  destroy  the  Amalekites  and 
their  property,  and  later  tried  to  kill 
the  young  David. 

Saul  is  viewed  by  Jews  as  a tragic 
hero,  but  is  rarely  commemorated. 


King  David  subjugated  the  Philis- 
tines, made  Jerusalem  the  capital,  and 
is  credited  with  authoring  most  of  the 
psalms. 

David’s  son  Solomon  built  the  First 
Temple  and  is  credited  with  authoring 
the  Biblical  books  of  Kohelet  (Eccle- 
siastes), Moshlim  (Proverbs),  and 
Shir  HaShirim  (Song  of  Songs).  He 
is  also  described  as  the  wisest  of  men 
and,  in  later  literature,  able  to  control 
demons. 

Christians  hold  that  both  David  and 
Solomon  are  ancestors  of  Jesus,  so 
these  are  the  best  known  and  positive- 
ly viewed  of  the  ancient  Jewish  kings. 

Unfortunately  for  collectors,  there 
are  no  known  artifacts  extant  from  the 
united  kingdom  - it  was  only  a few 
years  ago  that  the  first  contemporary 
reference  was  found  to  the  Davidic 
line.  Coins  were  not  to  be  invented 
for  another  three  centuries. 
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But  symbols  often  subtly  wrong 


Continued 

The  temptation  to  create  coins  for 
those  rulers  was  obviously  too  great 
for  modem  minters  to  resist. 

There  are  two  different  portraits 
used  on  the  Dutch  fantasies,  although 
no  contemporary  portraits  of  ancient 
Jews  exist.  Both  are  bearded  men 
facing  right.  The  large  crowns  they 
wear  are  also  probably  imaginary. 

At  top  is  the  king’s  name  and  title  in 
Hebrew  “fra  or  *m)  while 

the  same  in  English  appears  at  bottom 
(DAVID  or  SOLOMON  KING  OF  IS- 
RAEL). Small  hexagrams  or  shields  of 
David  separate  these  legends  from  the 
dates.  On  the  left  is  the  Hebrew  year 
5722  and  on  the  right  is  the  Western 
year  1962. 

The  Mexican  fantasies  show  a 
bearded  bust  facing  left,  wearing  a 
crown  that  incorporates  a six-sided 
star.  The  Hebrew  and  English  inscrip- 
tions are  identical  with  the  Dutch  for 
King  David,  except  that  the  He- 
brew date  5725  appears  in  Hebrew 
(rrotz/rvn)  beneath  the  bust,  there  is  a 
hyphen  between  King  and  Israel  in 
the  Hebrew,  and  the  inscriptions  are 
separated  by  six  stars  on  each  side. 

The  reverses  both  reflect  the  First 
Temple  period.  The  Jewish  people 
began  with  Abraham  around  four 
millennia  ago.  His  grandson,  Jacob 
or  Israel,  had  12  sons  who  were  the 
founders  of  the  ancient  Twelve  Tribes 
of  Israel  - their  lives  are  described  in 
the  Biblical  book  of  Genesis. 

When  the  Israelites  left  Egypt,  they 


Images  courtesy  Simcha  Kuritzky 
Dutch-issued  fantasy  100-shekel  coin 
has  symbols  for  the  Twelve  Tribes  on 
the  reverse.  Note  the  sun  for  Issachar 
(3  o ’clock)  and  flowers  for  Reuben  (at  5 
o ’dock)  instead  of  donkey  and  sun  as  on 
offical  state  Bar  Mitzvah  medal  Page  34). 

travelled  in  tribal  groups.  The  Biblical 
book  of  Numbers  mentions  that  they 
“marched  under  the  tribal  banner.” 

It  has  been  speculated  that  each 
tribe’s  banner  pictured  a design 
emblematic  of  its  ancestor.  Symbols 
of  the  twelve  tribes  have  been  used 
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MEDALS  IMITATED  IN  ‘60S  FANTASIES 


Images  courtesy  Israel  Coins  & Medals  Corp. 
Like  the  fantasy  coins,  the  official  gold  I£20  shows  a bearded  bust  on  the  obverse  (though  of 
Herzl)  and  a menorah  between  olive  branches  (Israel 's  coat  of  arms)  on  the  reverse. 


Continued 

in  Jewish  folk  art  for  centuries.  They 
are  based  on  descriptions  of  the  tribe 
or  original  son  of  Israel  in  the  Bible. 
During  the  united  kingdom,  the  land 
of  Israel  was  divided  by  tribe. 

All  the  fantasy  coins  show  a simple 
seven-branched  candelabra  (menora 
mUB)  in  the  center,  one  that  may  have 
been  used  in  the  First  Temple.  On  the 
Dutch  fantasies,  below  the  candelabra 
is  the  name  Israel  in  Hebrew 
Above  is  the  denomination,  either 
50  or  100  SHEKEL  (in  pre-modem 
Hebrew,  high  plurals  used  the  singu- 
lar form,  so  shekel  is  grammatically 
correct,  though  it  would  be  sheqalim 
in  modem  Hebrew).  Around  the  out- 
side are  two  very  long  olive  branches 
with  12  roundels  showing  the  fol- 
lowing tribal  symbols  (starting  at  one 
o>clock  going  clockwise):  deer,  olive 
tree,  sun,  ship,  mandrakes,  lion,  tent. 


breast  plate,  wheat,  wolf,  fortress,  and 
balance  scales.  These  symbols  came 
to  be  used  based  on  the  following 
Biblical  quotes. 

Naphtali  - deer:  Genesis  49:21 
“Naphtali  is  a hind  let  loose. . . .” 

Asher  - olive  tree:  Deuteronomy 
33:24  “. . .Blessed  be  Asher  above 
sons;  let  him  be  the  favored  of  his 
brethren,  and  let  him  dip  his  foot  in 
[olive]  oil.” 

Issachar  - sun  surrounded  by  eight 
phases  of  the  moon  (showing  they 
were  astrologers):  I Chronicles  12:33 
“Of  the  men  of  Issachar,  who  were 
men  who  had  understanding  of  the 
times,  to  know  what  Israel  ought  to 
do....” 

Zebulon  - ship:  Genesis  49:13 
“Zebulon  shall  dwell  at  the  shore  of 
the  sea,  and  he  shall  be  a shore  for 
ships....” 

Reuben  - mandrakes:  Genesis 
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12  TRIBE  SYMBOLS  ALSO  A KEY  MOTIF 

Continued 


30:14  “And  Reuben  went  in  the  days 
of  the  wheat  harvest,  and  found  man- 
drakes in  the  field,  and  brought  them 
unto  his  mother  Leah.” 

Judah  - lion:  Genesis  49:9  “Judah 
is  a lion’s  whelp....” 

Gad  - military  encampment/tent: 
Genesis  49:19  “Gad,  a troop  shall 
troop  upon  him....” 

Levi  - breast  plate  (containing  the 
oracles  thummim  and  urim):  Deuter- 
onomy 33:8  “Of  Levi  he  said:  your 
Thummim  and  your  Urim  be  with 
your  holy  one....” 

Joseph  - wheat:  Genesis  3 7:5-  7 
“Joseph  dreamed  a dream. . . ‘we  were 
binding  sheaves  in  the  field  and  my 
sheaf  stood  upright;  and  your  sheaves 
. . . bowed  down  to  my  sheaf.’  ” 
Benjamin  - wolf:  Genesis  49:27 
“Benjamin  is  a wolf  that  is  raven- 
ous...” 

Simeon  - Shekhem  fortress:  Gen- 
esis 34:25  “ . . .the  sons  of  Jacob, 

Simeon  and  Levi,  Dinah>s  brethren, 
took  each  man  his  sword,  and  came 
upon  the  city  (Shekhem,  where  Dinah 
was  held  captive]  unawares,  and  slew 
all  the  males.” 

Dan  - balance  scales:  Genesis 
49:16  “Dan  shall  judge  his  peo- 
ple....” 

Similarly,  the  Mexican  fantasy 
coins  show  two  large  olive  branches 
surrounded  a candelabra,  but  at  top 
are  two  lions  flanking  two  tablets 
representing  the  Ten  Commandments 
which  were  placed  in  the  Ark  of  the 
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Covenant  in  the  First  Temple. 

Below  is  100  bpttf  SHEKELS  (though 
the  Hebrew  says  Shekel).  Both 
pieces  I own  have  no  inscription  on 
the  candelabra  or  the  two  tablets,  but 
I have  a photo  of  a solid  gold  ver- 
sion of  the  medal  that  has  Roman 
numerals  I through  X on  the  tablets 
(definitely  an  anachronism)  and  the 
bottom  two  tiers  of  the  candelabra 
base  have  the  Spanish  inscription 
ISRAEL  14  DE  MAYO  DE  1948,  the  date 
of  Israel’s  inception. 

While  Mr.  Bruce’s  catalog  indicates 
all  six  medals  came  from  the  Nu- 
mismatic Center  of  Mexico,  the  first 
medals  were  actually  struck  by  the 
Dutch  Royal  Mint  in  Utrecht  in  1962, 
possibly  under  private  contract.  The 
mintage  is  unknown,  but  probably 
less  than  a thousand,  as  a major  Ju- 
daica  dealer  has  handled  only  a dozen 
such  pieces  ever. 

Why  were  these  fantasy  coins 
issued?  The  official  brochure  only 
says  they  were  struck  to  symbolize 
the  links  with  the  history  of  ancient 
Israel  in  the  State  of  Israel’s  15th  year 
(which  is  the  year  preceding  Israel’s 
Fifteenth  Anniversary  in  May,  1963). 

I can  only  guess  that  the  Mexican 
medals  celebrate  Israel’s  18th  year, 
since  1 8 is  considered  a good  number 
by  Jews  as  it  has  the  same  numeric 
value  as  the  word  Life  (Ti). 

Several  of  Israel’s  official  com- 
memorative coins  or  medals  may 
have  been  the  inspiration  for  these 
fantasies.  The  first  representation  of 


Reasons  for  issuing  coins  obscure 


Images  courtesy  Simcha  Kuritzky 
On  the  state  medal  commemorating  a 1959  harp  competition  in  Jerusalem,  David  is  shown  hold- 
ing the  instrument  in  the  international  harp  competition  medal.  The  author  suggests  this  medal  may 
have  inspired  fantasy  coins  with  similar  imagery  of  David  in  the  years  that  followed. 


Continued 

a specific  human  being  Israel  ever 
portrayed  on  a coin  or  medal  was 
King  David  holding  a harp  on  the 
1959  Harp  Competition  participants’ 
medal. 

Thus,  King  David  was  honored  on 
an  Israel  state  medal  just  a few  years 
before  the  Dutch  fantasy  coins  were 
struck  with  his  portrait. 

These  were  issued  in  conjunction 
with  the  first  International  Harp  Com- 
petition which  was  held  in  Jerusalem 
in  September  1959.  The  original  med- 
als were  59mm  bronze,  but  in  1961, 
Israel  reissued  the  medals  in  35mm 
.935  fine  silver  (30  grams)  for  sale  to 
the  public. 

Israel’s  first  gold  coin  was  issued 
in  1960  for  Herzl’s  birth  centennial. 
This  is  one  of  the  few  of  Israel’s 
portrait  coins.  It  contains  just  under 


a quarter  ounce  of  gold  (7.988gm 
of  22K  gold,  the  same  as  the  British 
sovereign,  the  most  popular  gold  coin 
in  the  Middle  East  at  that  time). 

Like  the  fantasy  coins,  the  I£20 
shows  a bearded  bust  on  the  obverse 
(though  of  Herzl)  and  a menorah  be- 
tween olive  branches  (Israel’s  coat  of 
arms)  on  the  reverse.  The  companion 
silver  I£5  coin  has  the  same  obverse. 
The  22mm  diameter  is  almost  the 
same  as  the  50-shekel  fantasy,  but  the 
coin  planchet  is  reeded  and  thicker. 

In  1961,  Israel  celebrated  her  13th 
year  with  a Bar  Mitzvah  commemo- 
rative medal  that  portrayed  symbols 
of  the  twelve  tribes  on  the  reverse. 

The  symbols  used  and  their  positions 
are  different  from  what  appears  on  the 
fantasy  coins. 

Israel  issued  the  Bar  Mitzvah  medal 
in  several  metals  and  sizes,  including 
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Official  medal  imagery  differs 


Images  courtesy  Simcha  Kuritzky 


The  official  state  Bar  Mitzvah  medal  carries  the  images  of  the  Twelve  Tribes  on  the  reverse,  with  a 
donkey  for  lssachar.  The  fantasy  medal  uses  a sun  in  place  of  the  donkey  for  Issachar  and  mandrakes 
instead  of  a sun  for  Reuben. 


Continued 

three  different  sizes  in  gold:  1 9mm 
and  5 grams;  22mm  and  8 grams,  and 
27mm  at  15  grams.  The  reverse  has 
a menorah  surrounded  by  the  twelve 
tribe  symbols,  similar  to  the  fantasy’s 
design. 

However,  the  sequence  on  the  Bar 
Mitzvah  medal  is  different:  First-born 
Reuben  (sun)  at  12  o’clock  and,  con- 
tinuing clockwise,  Simeon  (castle); 
Levi  (breast  plate);  Judah  (lion);  Ze- 
bulon  (ship);  Issachar  (donkey);  Dan 
(scales);  Gad  (tent);  Naphtali  (deer); 
Benjamin  (wolf);  Asher  (olive  tree) 
and  Joseph  (wheat). 

This  medal  uses  a donkey  for  Is- 
sachar based  on  Jacob’s  blessing 
in  Genesis  49: 14,  while  the  fantasy 
coins  use  the  sun.  For  Reuben,  the 
Bar  Mitzvah  medal  uses  a sun,  which 
was  probably  a mistake  since  that  is 
usually  a symbol  for  Issachar. 

Today  there  are  hundreds  of  differ- 


ent commemorative  coins  and  medals 
of  Israel  to  collect.  It  is  hard  to  imag- 
ine a time  when  so  few  Israel  numis- 
matic items  were  available  that  other 
mints  produced  their  own  fantasies,  rnj 
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Saved  from  early 
Gaza  Synagogue,  floor 

FRESCOE  FEATURED  ON  MEDAL 


S£X£if 


Tiled  image  depicts  David  - 
the  Warrior  poet  musician  king 


By  Andrew  Perala 


One  of  the  great  archaeo- 
logical relics  of  Judaic 
history  now  graces  an 
official  state  medal  as  a central 
design  element. 

The  “David  with  Harp”  mosaic, 
rescued  from  an  ancient  seaside 
Gaza  synagogue  after  the  1 967 
War,  is  featured  on  the  state  medal 
of  the  same  name,  issued  in  2012 
as  one  of  the  eight  medals  in  the 


Mosaic  series. 

A mosaic  describes  art  as- 
sembled from  thousands  of  pieces 
of  colored  ceramic  tile  to  create 
both  iconic  and  real-life  images  of 
ancient  life. 

An  artistic  mosiac,  like  the 
David  with  Harp  example,  is  an 
exquisite  work  of  art. 

Constructing  durable  floor  mosa- 
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Ultimate  warrior,  salvor  to  Saul 


At  left : When  discovered  by  Israeli 
archaeologists,  and  before  restoration, 
the  David  with  Harp  mosaic  had  been 
severely  and  purposefully  damaged. 

Above:  A close-up  of  the  restored  im- 
age of  David. 


Continued 

ics  meant  to  be  walked  on  was  not 
only  a feat  of  superior  masonry,  it 
was  also  a higher  art  form  requir- 
ing deep  understanding  of  color 
and  form,  action  against  landscape. 

The  Gaza  mosaic  was  first 
uncovered  in  1 965  by  Egyptian 
archaeologists.  A 1966  article  in 
the  Italian  magazine  Orientalia 
reported  the  discovery  of  what 
was  then  believed  to  a 6th-century 
CE  Christian  church  fronting  the 
Mediterranean  just  south  of  Gaza’s 
ancient  port. 

As  reported  by  researcher  Con- 
nie Kestenbaum  Green  in  a 1996 


issue  of  Bibilical  Archaeological 
Review  Magazine,  the  1966  Italian 
magazine  article  had  alerted  He- 
brew  University  Professor  Michael 
Avi-Yonah.  Prof.  Avi-Yonah  im- 
mediately recognized  in  the  Ital- 
ian magazine  photos  the  Hebrew 
inscription  for  David  above  the 
figure  of  the  man  playing  the  harp. 
“He  correctly  identified  the  figure 
as  King  David  playing  the  harp  and 
the  building  as  a synagogue  rather 
than  a church,”  Green  writes. 

At  the  time,  Gaza  was  under 
Egyptian  control  and  had  been 
since  1 948  when  the  Egyptian 
army  invaded  the  newly  founded 
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ORIGINAL  MOSAIC  HAD  BEEN  DEFACED 


Images  courtesy  Israel  Coins  and  Medals  Corp. 

The  silver  version  of  the  “David  with 
Harp  ” medal  from  the  new  mosaic  series 
is  shown  with  the  fully  restored  image  of 
David.  The  floor  mosaic  with  the  image  of 
David  was  one  of  the  few  surviving  sec- 
tions of  an  intricate  mosaic  covering  the 
entire  floor  of  a 6th  century ? CE  synagogue 
unearthed  in  Gaza  in  1967  by  Israeli 
archaeologists. 


Continued 

country  of  Israel  and  seized  Gaza. 

The  1967  War  returned  Gaza  to 
Israel’s  control. 

Israeli  archaeologists  then  quick- 
ly confirmed  what  their  Egyptian 
counterparts  had  already  learned 
but  not  revealed:  the  huge  founda- 
tion was  not  that  of  a church  but  a 
synagogue,  and  as  such  reflected 
a vibrant  life  of  prayer  and  learn- 
ing for  the  then  extensive  Jewish 
culture  in  Gaza. 

The  key  clues  for  Israeli  archae- 


ologists somehow  got  back  to  the 
Egyptians.  The  mosaic  recovered 
by  Israel  in  1967  had  been  defaced, 
literally. 

In  yet  another  example  of  a cul- 
ture attempting  to  erase  history  by 
defacing  irreplaceable  monuments 
- a practice  dating  back  to  the 
pharoahs  - somone  in  the  Egyptian 
camp  had  gouged  out  the  head  of 
the  David  with  Elarp  mosaic. 

The  reconstructed  image  of  Da- 
vid is  shown  on  the  medal,  reflect- 

Continued 
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Image  of  David  fully  restored 


Images  courtesy  Israel  Coins  and  Medals  Corp. 
The  one  ounce  . 9999  fine  gold  version  of  the  “ David  with  Harp  ” medal  from  the  new 
mosaic  series  also  features  the  full  range  of  colors  found  on  the  original  mosaic. 
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ing  the  fully  restored  mosaic  now 
on  display  at  the  Israel  Museum. 

When  Israel  took  back  Gaza  in 
1967,  Israeli  archaeologists  found, 
to  their  horror,  that  not  only  had 
the  mosaic  been  seriously  dam- 
aged, the  entire  site  had  been 
exposed  and  left  unprotected  since 
its  1965  discovery. 

As  Green  writes,  “The  Israel  De- 
partment of  Antiquities  promptly 
sent  a team  headed  by  Professor 
Asher  Ovadiah  to  [fully]  excavate 
the  site. 

“The  ancient  synagogue  turned 
out  to  be  the  largest  ever  discov- 
ered in  the  Holy  Land.” 

The  rough  outline  of  the  founda- 
tion suggested  the  synagogue  was 
a building  some  85  feet  by  100  feet 
in  size. 

Prof.  Ovadiah  reported  the  the 
almost-square  building  likely  had 


a wide  central  nave  with  two  aisles 
on  each  side.  Two  rows  of  columns 
on  each  side  of  the  nave  likely  cre- 
ated the  twin  two-aisle  and  nave 
architecture  of  the  building. 

The  synagogue  appeared  to  have 
three  entrances  on  the  westernmost 
wall.  There  was  a niche  on  the 
opposite  wall,  apparently  for  the 
Torah  ark,  with  a podium  (bema) 
for  the  reading  of  the  Torah. 

The  Israeli  archaeologists  also 
discovered  the  Torah  area  had 
been  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
prayer  hall  by  chancel  screens  as 
“lovely  fragments  of  four  intricate- 
ly carved  marble  chancel  screens 
were  found  in  the  excavation,” 
according  to  Green. 

The  entire  floor  of  the  synagogue 
had  been  covered  with  mosaics 
: vines  forming  circles  around 
animal  figures  and  much  more.  The 
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Exquisite  details  in  mosaic 


A lioness  suckling  a cub  and  encircled  by  a fruiting  vine  is  one  of  the 
detailed  elements  of  the  Gaza  Synagogue  floor  frescoe. 
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mosaic  also  included  a dedicatory 
section,  flanked  by  two  peacocks 
that  reads  “(We)  Menahem  and 
Yeshua,  sons  of  the  late  Isai,  wood 
traders,  as  a sign  of  respect  for 
a most  holy  place,  donated  this 
mosaic  in  the  month  of  Louos  (the 
year  of)  569.” 

This  extraordinary  inscription  al- 
lows the  precise  dating  of  not  only 
the  mosaic,  but  also  the  synagogue 
itself  and  the  surrounding  city. 

The  importance  of  the  David 
with  Harp  mosaic  cannot  be  over- 
stated. 

This  mosaic  is  one  of  the  very 
few  examples  of  a likely  portrait  of 
the  legendary  leader,  the  powerful 
warrior  king  David. 


According  to  a plethora  of  Judaic 
sources  detailed  in  the  Jewish  En- 
cyclopedia, David  as  “the  chosen 
one  of  God”  and  yet  an  imperfect 
leader  who  not  only  survived  his 
acts  of  imperfection,  but  learned 
from  them. 

The  broad  story  of  David  is  well 
known  - his  slaying  of  Goliath, 
selection  to  be  the  harp  player  for 
the  tormented  Saul,  a poet  who 
collected  and  likely  wrote  Psalms, 
and  a fierce  warrior  who  became  a 
king. 

Yet  it  was  within  that  warrior 
ferocity  that  some  of  David’s  most 
important  traits  were  unveiled. 

As  the  Encyclopedia  notes  from 
various  sources,  as  a result  of 
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David  a powerful,  artistic  leader 


Images  courtesy  ICMC 

David  with  a harp  is  a popular  them  on  medals  and  was  a central  design  element  on 
the  official  state  medal  for  a 1959  international  harp  competition  held  in  Jerusalem. 
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“Sauls  unmerciful  behavior  toward 
the  Gibeonites,  who  now  insisted 
on  taking  vengeance  on  his  de- 
scendants!, ] David  tried  his  best 
to  pacify  them,  conferring  with 
each,  and  promising  them  as  much 
money  as  they  might  demand. 

“ But  when  he  saw  that  the 
Gibeonites  possessed  so  little  of  the 
characteristic  trait  of  the  Israelites — 
mercy— he  ordered  them  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  Jewish  community 
(Midr.  Sam.  /.c.).”  [Italics  added  for 
emphasis.] 

Such  a powerful  figure  in  Judaic 
history,  culture  and  religion  as  Da- 
vid is  one  of  the  foundation  stones 
of  modern  Israel. 

Reclaiming  Gaza  and  saving  the 
David  with  Harp  mosaic  in  1967 
was  only  the  latest  and  one  of  the 
most  positive  examples  in  the  ter- 


rible history  of  Gaza. 

The  chapter  on  recovering  the 
Gaza  mosaic  of  David  with  Harp 
can  be  seen  in  what  is  a long  his- 
tory, as  noted  by  author  Victor 
Sharpe  ( Politicide : The  attempted 
murder  of  the  Jewish  State)  in  his 
recent  article  on  the  4,000-year  his- 
tory of  Jewish  life  in  Gaza. 

Sharpe  notes  that  Isaac  dug 
wells  in  Gaza  and  in  the  following 
centuries,  Gaza  was  invaded  and 
occupied  by  Assyrians,  Egyptians, 
Babylonians,  Greek,  Syrian-Greeks 
and  more.  Victory  over  the  latter 
and  the  liberation  of  Jerusalem  and 
the  cleansing  of  the  defiled  Temple 
directly  resulted  in  today’s  celebra- 
tion of  Chanuka. 

The  liberation  and  preservation 
of  the  Gaza  mosaic  honoring  David 
stands  among  the  great  achieve- 
ments of  Israeli  archaeology,  rj 
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Teaching  without 

TALKING 


Jacob  Pereira  taught  sound  to  the  deaf 


A contemporay  painting  of  Ja- 
cob Rodrigues  Pereira  (1715  to 
1 780)  likely  shows  him  teaching 
a young  non-verbal  deaf  girl  the 
sounds  of  speech. 


BY  ANDREW  P ERA  LA 


The  passion  of  a teacher 

truly  can  heal  the  afflicted, 
sometimes  in  ways  that  no 
one  ever  thought  possible. 

Jacob  Rodrigues  Pereira  (1715 
to  1780)  was  the  first  scientist  to 
teach  a person  who  had  never  heard 
words  or  spoken  a word,  to  speak. 
At  the  time,  “deaf-mutes”  were 


considered  mentally  deficient.  (The 
proper  term  today  is  non-verbal 
deaf  person.) 

For  families  who  had  suffered 
years  of  pain  with  their  loved  ones, 
Pereira’s  success  in  teaching  speech 
to  the  speechless  was  nothing  short 
of  a miracle. 

In  so  doing,  Pereira’s  work 

Continued 
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'Father'  of  modern  sign  language 


Continued 

caught  the  attention 
of  wealthy  French 
families  with  ‘'deaf- 
mute”  children,  and 
ultimately  the  king 
of  France.  The  king 
asked  Pereira  to  teach 
his  non-verbal  deaf 
godson,  Saboreaux  de 
Fontenay,  to  speak.  With  success 
came  royal  patronage,  granting 
him  a lifelong  annuity.  Pereira 
finally  was  able  to  escape  the 
poverties  that  anti-Semitism 
had  forced  upon  countless 
Jews  and  Marranos  fleeing 
the  Portuguese  Inquisition. 

Pereira’s  parents  were 
Marranos  who  also  had  fled 
Portugal.  They  moved  to  Spain, 
then  Bordeaux  where  many  other 
Portuguese  Jews  had  established 
new  lives. 

Circumstances  that  had 
been  so  dire  in  Portugal  - the 
Brit  Milah  (circumcision)  was 
against  the  law  and  punish- 
able by  death  - were  less  per- 
vasive in  Spain  and  France. 

In  his  adult  years  Pereira 
would  be  recognized  as  a 
genius,  a polymath  skilled  in 
physics,  math  and  multiple 
ancient  and  modern  lan- 
guages. He  is  credited  with 
helping  invent  a calculat- 


At  left,  in  an  art  style  of  the  period, 
a small  cameo  portrait  of  Pereira. 

Below,  the  reverse  of  Humberto  J. 
Mendes  ’ medal  honoring  Pereira.  A 
loose  translation  of  the  Portuegese 
inscription  is  below. 


Above,  the  reverse  of  the  medal  by  Humberto 
J.  Mendes.  The  Portugese  inscription  trans- 
lates, roughly,  to: 

“ Portuguese  of  Judaic  origin,  (born  in) 
Peniche.  It  was  to  France  (he  fled)  the 
Inquisition,  where  he  devoted  himself  to 
study  educating  the  deaf  and  dumb.  In  1746 
(he)  presented  to  the  academy  of  Caen  its 
first  student.  The  experience  of  the  results 
obtained  (were  such  that  the)  King  of  France 
at  the  time,  Louis  XV,  became  interested  in 
the  prodigy  and  so  impressed  was  (the  King 
that  he)  granted  him  a pension  of  £800. 
Praised  by  Buffon,  (Pereira)  continued 
their  studies  and  published  in  1762, 

“ Observations  Sur  Les  Sourdes  Muets.  " 


Continued 
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1984  100  ESCUDOS  HONORS  PEREIRA. 


The  1984  100  escudo  coin  of  Portugal  pays  tribute  to  the  United  Nations  “ Year  of  the 
Disabled ” with  a portrait  of  Jacob  Rodrigue  Pereira,  the  polymath  Portuguese  Jew  who 
achieved  extraordinary  results  in  teaching  non-verbal  deaf  persons  to  speak. 


Continued 

ing  machine,  and  was  more  than 
conversant  in  international  finance, 
aiding  Baron  Necker  with  inter- 
pretations and  ways  to  restore  the 
finances  of  France. 

Some  of  Pereira’s  close  friends 
were  Robert  Boyle  (the  chemist 
who  discovered  what  later  would 
be  forever  called  Boyles’ Law), 
Diderot,  Rousseau  and  Georges- 
Louis  Leclerc,  the  Comte  de  Buf- 
fon. 

Buffon  is  mentioned  prominently 
on  a recent  Portuguese  medal  hon- 
oring Pereira. 

His  friends  were  all  famous  men 
of  power  and  influence. 

But  it  was  the  plight  of  Pereira’s 
younger  sister,  who  was  both  deaf 
and  mute,  that  may  have  impelled 
him  to  create  a new  form  of  sign 
language,  a true  language  that  lives 
on  today,  hardly  changed  from  the 


“Science  of  Dactylogy”  Pereira  set 
forth  more  than  three  centuries  ago. 

There  had  been  other  attempts  to 
develop  a sign  languages  for  the 
deaf  before  Pereira,  but  he  was  the 
first  to  use  finger  signs  to  represent 
sounds,  and  not  just  the  letters  of 
an  alphabet. 

This  critical  breakthrough  appar- 
ently was  needed  to  teach  a person 
who  had  never  before  heard  the 
sounds  of  speech,  to  make  those 
sounds  and  speak. 

Pereira’s  achievement  as  the  first 
to  accomplish  a seemingly  impos- 
sible task  may  had  other  roots  as 
well.  No  one  knows  for  sure.  His 
sign  language  exists  today,  but 
his  method  of  teaching,  which  he 
considered  proprietary  and  never 
committed  to  paper,  died  with  him 
in  1780. 

The  dearth  of  information  about 

Continued 
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Polymath  Pereira  still  teaching 


Continued 


his  life  is 
compounded 
by  incon- 
sistencies 
in  multiple 
sources. 

The  records 
of  Britain’s 
august  Royal 
Society  state 
that  Pereira 
was  inducted 
into  that 
elite  group 
of  scientists 
and  politicos 
in  January 
1 660 

Jacob  s tomb  in  the  Jewish 

Yet,  the  Pereira  convinced  Parisian 

Society  was 
not  formally 

established  until  November  1660. 

While  informal  groups  of  intel- 
lectuals of  the  time  - not  all  from 
London  - had  been  meeting  infor- 
mally for  at  least  1 5 years,  the  end 
of  the  English  Civil  War  in  1649 
suggests  a strong  need  to  keep 
meetings  clandestine. 

Turmoil  continued  under  Oliver 
Cromwell’s  rule,  as  Royalists  and 
Cromwell’s  Republicans  remained 
bitterly  opposed  to  each  other. 

When  Cromwell  died  in  1658,  the 
political  crisis  finally  resolved  itself 
with  the  restoration  of  the  monar- 
chy with  Charles  II  in  mid- 1660. 

When  one  of  the  12  founders 


Vil/arette  cemetary  in  Paris.  In  1 760, 
authorities  to  establish  the  cemetaiy. 


of  the  Society  asked  the  restored 
king’s  permission  to  form  a new 
“a  colledge  for  the  Promoting  of 
Physica-Mathematicall  Learning,” 
Charles  II  was  delighted.  Soon,  a 
group  of  42  other  scientists  and 
leaders  of  the  day  were  nominated 
and  voted  into  the  Society. 

Pereira,  who  was  by  now  a full- 
time Parisian,  may  have  been  in  the 
second  group.  The  Society’s  public 
records  do  not  detail  the  fine  points 
of  acceptance  of  a man  who  likely 
was  one  of  the  very  first  Jews  to  be 
asked  to  join  that  elite  group. 

Regardless  of  the  finer  points  of 
history,  Pereira’s  influence  lives  on 
today,  mi 
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he  AINA  table  again 
this  year  was  not  in 
as  good  a position 
as  in  Boston  in  2011.  But 
enough  members  and  inter- 
ested others  were  able  to 
find  us,  along  with  a number 
of  juniors  and  their  families 
since  we  were  again  a table 
with  a “question”  for  them 
to  figure  out  the  answer  to 
in  the  annual  ANA  Junior 
Numismatist  Trivia  Treasure 
Hunt. 

The  bourse  floor  area 


seemed  to  be  quite  busy  daily 
and  unfortunately,  I never 
had  the  opportunity  to  go 
through  the  exhibit  area  but 
I was  informed  that  it  was 
filled  with  superb  exhibits. 

I did  find  the  time  to  seek 
out  all  AINA  dealers  pres- 
ent to  say  hello  and  was  able 
to  chat  for  a few  minutes  at 
the  Israel  Coins  and  Med- 
als booth  where  I met  for  the 
first  time,  Aviv  Katz,  the  new 
Chief  Executive  Officer  of 
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ICMC  BOOTH  A STRONG  PRESENCE 


Images  provided  by  Donna  Sims 

The  Israel  Coins  <£  Medals  Corporation  (ICMC)  booth  at  the  2012  American  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion annual  summer  convention,  held  in  Philadelphia.  The  ICMC  s wide  range  of  offerings  this  past 
year  included  the  Jerusalem  of  Gold  bullion  coin  series. 


Continued 

the  Israel  Coins  & Medals 
Corporation. 

This  year,  the  American 
Israel  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion gained  four  new  mem- 
bers, one  junior  and  three 
adults.  This  brings  our  total 
membership  at  this  moment 
to  738. 

Many  thanks  to  Philly 
AINA  member  Brian  Hersh 
for  helping  me  at  the  AINA 
table  every  day.  His  assis- 
tance actually  gave  me  time 
for  some  needed  breaks  and 
an  afternoon  of  touring  Phila- 
delphia on  a bus  with  AINA 
members  Paul  Kahane  and 
Irwin  Black,  both  of  New 
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York  City. 

The  AINA  board  held  its 
annual  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  August  8th.  Dis- 
cussion and  decisions  made 
were: 

(1)  AINA  is  holding  its  dues 
for  2013  at  $25  domestic, 

$35  foreign  and  $10  juniors; 

(2)  Since  no  additional 
names  for  this  year’s  election 
of  directors  were  received, 
the  three  current  directors  up 
for  re-election  were  deemed 
duly  re-elected  - Donna  Sims, 
Oded  Paz  and  Marvin  Kay; 

(3)  It  was  announced  at  that 
time  the  name  of  Dr.  Walter 
Ostromecki,  longtime  AINA 

Continued 


MEMBERS  CONTRIBUTE;  HONORED 


images  provided  by  Donna  Sims 
At  left,  Forum  presenter  Jamie  Frankie  with 
the  plaster  cast  and  medal  for  his  design  of  the 
obverse  of  the  ANA  s Philadelphia  convention 
medal.  Above,  Forum  presenter  and  United 
States  Mint  Master  Designer,  Artist  Infusion 
Program,  Joel  Iskowitz. 


images  provided  by  Donna  Sims 
At  left,  AINA  President  Mel  Wacks  presents  Steve  Ka- 
plan with  the  TAMS/AINA  Ben  Odesser  Award,  a joint 
honor  from  the  Tokens  and  Medals  Society  and  AINA. 
Above,  Mel  with  Donna  Sims  and  AINA  member  Brian 
Hersh  of  Philadelphia,  who  helped  greatly  at  the  show. 


Continued 

member,  as  AINA’s  newly 
appointed  board  member. 
Congratulations  Dr.  Walt; 

(4)  Named  officers  remain 
the  same  as  the  past  year  - 
Mel  Wacks,  president;  Josh 
Prottas,  vice-president;  Roger 
Merritt,  secretary  and  Donna 
Sims,  treasurer;  and 


(5)  Brought  up  for  discus- 
sion was  the  idea  and  the 
possibility  of  a return  trip  to 
Israel  next  year. 

If  this  idea  comes  forth, 
you  will  certainly  be  hearing 
about  it  whether  by  mail  or 
information  included  in  fu- 
ture issues  of  The  Shekel. 

Continued 
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AINA  CONTINUES  TO  GROW 


Images  courtesy  Donna  Sims 

Above  left,  AINA  member  Henry  Frank,  who  generously  donated  his  collection  of  Israel  coins  to 
AINA  and  AINA  president  Mel  Wacks  at  the  2012  ANA  convention  in  Philadelphia.  Above  right,  a 
contemporary  Philadelphia  icon,  the  bronze  statue  of  the  character  in  the  movie  series,  “ Rock y 


Continued 

The  AINA  Forum  meeting 
was  held  Thursday  afternoon 
with  a room  full  of  attendees, 
each  receiving  something 
sweet  to  munch  on. 

Aviv  Katz,  the  new  Chief 
Executive  Officer  of  the  Is- 
rael Coins  & Medals  Corpo- 
ration, presented  a summary 
of  what  the  ICMC  has  done 
this  past  year  and  what  its 
plans  will  be  for  the  upcom- 
ing year. 

Two  speakers  were  featured 


at  the  Forum,  with  both  doing 
an  outstanding  job  on  their 
individual  presentations:  Joel 
Iskowitz  and  Jaime  Franke. 

And  congratulations  to 
AINA  member  Simcha  Ku- 
ritzky  on  becoming  the  ANA 
member  to  win  the  most  ex- 
hibit awards  ever. 

Overall,  the  AINA  table  did 
remain  busy  most  of  the  time 
and  we  look  forward  to  next 
year  - 20  1 3 - when  the  ANA’s 
annual  summer  convention 
returns  to  Chicago,  nu 
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